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In a rapidly changing world, how can 
we best equip architects tasked with 
building a better future?  

As the economic and social impact of the global 
pandemic persists, FTE is envisioning the future 
with a renewed sense of wonder and opportunity. 
We have witnessed families, friends, neighbors, and 
colleagues leaning on one another, reaching into 
the deepest reservoirs of their faith, and 
responding to many new challenges at hand with 
all the resiliency they can muster.  

A brighter tomorrow is within reach, but it’s our 
collective responsibility, as architects for a better 
future, to shape and co-create the future we desire. 
To do so, we must first acknowledge that our way 
of life, communities, and structures won’t remain as 
they are.  

Over the last year, FTE has taken stock of the ways 
in which it meets the current and future needs of 
its constituents. We have shifted our focus, 
resources, and strategies accordingly. Whether it’s 
by reimagining our processes, right sizing our staff, 
or reinforcing our online presence, we have broken 
old structures down to the building blocks and 
examined them in order to determine how and 
where they fit into the better future we are 
building.
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FTE President

While we remain firm in our commitment to inspire 
a new generation of diverse, Christian leaders, 
pastors, and theological educators who will boldly 
lead our institutions and communities, FTE is 
adapting and evolving to respond to the current 
moment, maintain fiscal responsibility, and align its 
work with present and future realities.  

We know that nothing embodies the power of the 
human spirit like our ability to hold a sense of 
wonder and possibility. By staying agile and 
dreaming what may seem impossible, we all can 
become architects who build a better future in 
imaginable new ways.  

I am excited about the church, academy, and faith 
communities’ potential future, even as we navigate 
challenging transitions in an ever-evolving world. I 
welcome your partnership in our enduring 
commitment to cultivating a new generation of 
diverse ministers, theological educators, and young 
innovators who will shape and build a better future.

A Message from  
FTE President, Stephen Lewis

Together, we are building a  
better future by inspiring young leaders to 

discern their next most faithful step…

Supporting Christian communities and young 
leaders in their vocational journeys…


Equipping dreamers and builders  
through the years…

Young Adults

Doctoral Students

Young Christian Innovators

As any architect or designer knows, there are difficult steps to take between 
vision and reality. In 2023, FTE asked the question: what will it take to move from 
imagining a better future to actually building it for ourselves, our families, and our 

communities? We found the answers to that question to be: creativity, 
adaptability, and courage. And so, we allowed ourselves the freedom to discuss 
creative solutions to new challenges and to adapt to an ever-changing reality.  
We courageously took steps we could have never before imagined and began 
building a better future, for FTE, for our faith communities, and for the young 

leaders we serve.

“This is a deep resource and rich course that helps 
BIPOC persons explore the call to theological 

executive leadership. I can’t recommend it enough!”

Kristina Lizardy-Hajbi, 
Theological Executive Course Participant

In 2023, FTE launched a new online network uniting X young adults and 
faith leaders in all stages of discernment. Mighty Networks is a carefully 
crafted space for like-minded individuals to collaborate, connect, and 

grow. By joining FTE Leaders on Mighty Networks you can build 
meaningful connections and broaden your ideas about ministry.   

Exclusive workshops in Mighty Networks featured:

Strengthened faith leaders to foster bold  
leadership in the next generation…
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Young Leaders

Faith Communities

Since 1954, nearly 5,500 FTE Fellows have received 

financial support and joined a community to explore a calling to 

ministry and teaching.    

Since 2014, FTE has inspired and ushered 1,412 young 
adults and 406 doctoral students through forums, 

mentorship, online courses, fellowships, and grants.    

Over seven years, 47 Christian entrepreneurs and 
innovators gained resources and connected with peers to 

jumpstart businesses that create positive change.

In 2023, FTE’s podcast published 12 episodes, with a total of nearly 
11,000 all-time downloads. These episodes delve into topics like 

purpose, meaning, and the journey of church and academy leaders. 
Our most popular episodes include:

FTE is primarily funded through foundational grants, investment 
income from those grants, and contributions from the FTE 

community.

Sound of the Genuine

2023 Statement of Financial 
Activities (Unaudited)

Revenue

Expenses

Total $5,251,568

Anthony Ramos: 
  
Architects for a Better 
Future through Finding 
God in the City

Meet Rev. Dr. Neichelle Guidry, dean of 
Sisters Chapel and director of the 
WISDOM Center at Spelman College in 
Atlanta, Georgia. This video highlights her 
journey from near burn out to realizing 
the importance of sharing her workload 
and collaborating with like-minded 
individuals to build a better future.

4:32 min
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Architects for a 
Better Future
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joined peers to 
explore their 

purpose during 
discernment 

retreats.

engaged in deep 
reflection during online 
courses, brainstorming 
ways to make a positive 
impact through campus 

ministry, innovative 
leadership, social 
entrepreneurship,  

and service.

enrolled in an online 
course full of 

resources to jumpstart 
the doctoral journey.

faith-based 
entrepreneurs took 

part in the DO GOOD 
X Startup Accelerator 

by designing and 
pitching a business 

idea focused on 
making a positive 
impact on their 

community.

joined a community 
of advanced scholars 
of color for support 
and mentorship in 
the completion of 
their programs.

participated in a 
retreat focused on 

scholarly writing and 
publishing.

ARCHITECTS FOR 
A BETTER FUTURE
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TOGETHER WE…
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22  
learned about FTE practices and their 
efficacy in helping diverse young 
people explore their purpose and to 
Co-CREATE a better future.

4  
faculty of color explored executive 
leadership in the academic world 
through an online course.

139  
gathered to discuss ideas for better 
engagement with high school youth 
and students at Christian universities.

41  
collaborated with peers in 

congregational and college settings to 
learn how to support young adults in 

their discernment journeys.

9  
academic leaders came together  

to brainstorm ways to support  
scholars of color as a network.
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young adults received grants to 
explore faith communities and 
establish mentor relationships 

with ministry leaders.

congregational and college 
leaders received financial support 

to develop programs that 
encourage young adults to 

explore their callings.

Christian leaders received grants 
to identify gifted young adults for 

ministry roles.

Christian entrepreneurs received 
awards to launch projects 

designed to have a positive 
impact on their communities.

doctoral students of color were 
granted fellowships and received 
mentoring to help them succeed 

in graduate school and in 
teaching.

institutions were awarded grants 
to enhance their ability to guide 
youth in their search for purpose 

and calling.

“This course affirmed everything I had questioned 
related to my vocational call. Each week, I could feel my 

confidence grow as the FTE leaders shared their 
experiences in discerning their call. I have no regrets; 

this is what I needed for the next step. Thank you, FTE!”

Angellica Sweat 
Called to Pastoral Ministry Course Participant

“This event brought much refreshing to my soul and 
to our program! I am looking forward to innovating 

and implementing it with my team back home!”

YTN Leader

RESOURCES: JOIN

RESOURCES: WATCH

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Episode 1 47:51

38:41

27:52

34:16

28:26

Episode 2

Episode 3

Episode 4

Episode 5

Risk Love featuring  
Patrick B. Reyes

Finding the Sound of the Genuine 
in Relationships  
featuring Claudio Carvalhaes

Moving Toward Possibility 
featuring Puanani Calvillo

The People’s Church  
featuring Dorlimar Lebrón

Living Resistance 
featuring Kaitlin Curtice

FTE's ability to build a better future is only achievable thanks to the support of 
our generous donors and our extraordinary community. Through the ongoing 

generosity of those who share our mission and vision, we can channel resources 
into faith communities, theological institutions, and the emerging architects for a 
better future. If you've found inspiration in our dedication to and investment in 
future faith leaders, we humbly ask that you consider contributing to FTE. Your 
donation will help us expand our influence as we collaboratively build a better 

future for both the church and our communities.
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