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In 2024, FTE proudly celebrated its 70th anniversary, a 
milestone that honors seven decades of nurturing and 
empowering young leaders called to ministry and 
theological scholarship. This legacy, rooted in faith and 
purpose, has supported more than 7,500 alumni who 
continue to serve as Christian leaders, pastors, religious 
scholars, and theological educators across the globe.


As we find ourselves at a pivotal moment in history, 
navigating profound transitions amidst social, political, and 
economic challenges, the world feels broken and divided, 
yearning for a sense of restored hope and renewed 
direction. Yet, even in the face of growing uncertainty, I’m 
continually reminded of the steadfast mission that has 
defined FTE for decades — to cultivate courageous, 
compassionate, diverse, and faithful leaders who navigate 
the challenges of today and shape a more hopeful future 
for generations to come.


70 years later, FTE remains committed to empowering 
young adults, doctoral students, ministry partners, and 
social entrepreneurs who are not only responding to 
challenges, but charting a bold and faithful path forward in 
spite of them. 




What does it mean to inspire what’s next for young leaders?
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Their innovative leadership and dedication to ministry and 
scholarship provides a promising glimpse of what’s to 
come and an inspiring picture of how the church will 
flourish in the years ahead.


Inspiring what’s next means reimagining what’s possible 
when the next generation of dedicated  leaders embrace 
God’s calling in their lives. Now, more than ever, I am 
deeply encouraged by how they are reimagining ministry, 
transforming theological education, and innovatively 
leading with conviction in their local communities. I believe 
their work is just getting started and provides me and the 
entire FTE staff with a deep sense of hope that their gifts 
are more than enough to inspire a bold path forward.  


I invite you to join FTE and partner in our mission to 
empower, equip, and encourage the next generation of 
leaders who are shaping the church, academy, and faith 
communities around the world. Together, we can inspire 
what’s next and create a brighter, more hopeful future.


A Message from FTE President,  
Stephen Lewis

Together, we are inspiring what’s next by 
empowering young leaders, students, and ministry 
partners to shape a more hopeful future.

Revenue

Expenses

Total

Creating resources to empower and inspire 
what’s next.

Young Adults

Program Personnel

Consultants

Other Program Costs

$744,473

$508,060

$296,067

$251,918

$1,129,357

$590,991

$45,997

$1,896,710

Admin Personnel

Conferences

Operations

Travel

Fellowships/Awards

Doctoral Students

Invested in the vocational journeys of 
emerging young leaders called to make a 
positive impact in ministry and the world.

Park Avenue Baptist Church
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Inspire What’s Next:

4:12 min

joined peers to explore their 
purpose during discernment 
retreats.

explored pastoral ministry as a 
vocational pathway and were 
guided to discover their 
purpose and potential in 
ministry for a church or 
congregation.
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joined a community of 
advanced under-resourced 
and underrepresented  
scholars for support and 
mentorship in completing 
their programs.

learned about FTE facilitation 
practices and their efficacy in 
helping diverse young people 
explore their purpose and to 
Co-CREATE a better future.

gathered to discuss 
opportunities they have 
created at their universities to 
help high school students 
think theologically about 
their lives and vocational 
aspirations.

participated in a retreat 
focused on scholarly 
writing and publishing.

collaborated with peers in 
congregational and college 
settings to learn how to 
support young adults in their 
discernment journeys.

under-resourced and 
underrepresented faculty 
explored executive leadership 
in the academic world through 
an online course.

INSPIRE  
WHAT’S NEXT

Introduction


Episode 1 10:56

35:46

15:59

41:17

46:32

Episode 2

Episode 3

Episode 4

Episode 5

Black and Brown 
Entrepreneurs — DO 
GOOD with Us

Reliving the Financial 
Burden on Families at the 
End of Life through Tech

Entrepreneurial Mindset: 
Navigating Challenges 
and Building Community

Bridging the Wealth Gap: 
Insights from Ray’Chel 
Wilson

From Startup to Scale: 
Devin Baptiste on the 
Highs and Hurdles of 
Entrepreneurship
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In 2024, FTE embraced the theme Inspire What’s Next, asking what it means to 
equip emerging leaders and students to navigate profound uncertainty with faith 
and hope. For 70 years, we have nurtured courageous, compassionate leaders 
called to serve God’s church and academy. This year, we celebrated and dared to 
inspire what’s next for scholars and ministry partners who are already shaping 
the church and ministries they serve. Through cultivating creativity, resilience, 
and vision, FTE empowered the next generation to build a brighter, more faithful 
future for their local communities and beyond.

“As a fellow, FTE has offered me a 
chance to be connected. Even though 
there are a lot of people of color and a 
lot of religious scholars, we're spread 
out over so many institutions and 
disciplines. FTE is one of the few places 
where I can come be with other scholars 
who are thinking about the same things 
I am, who come from the same social or 
cultural milieus that I am from, and 
they're able to really encourage and 
support one another through what's an 
arduous process. I think FTE gives us a 
great space to do that.”

FTE's ability to inspire what’s next is only achievable thanks to the dedicated 
support of our generous donors and extraordinary community who believe in our 
mission. Through the continued generosity of our partnerships, we can channel 
resources into faith communities, theological institutions, and beyond. If you’re 
inspired by our dedication to the investment in future faith leaders, we humbly 
ask that you consider contributing to FTE. Your donation will support our 
influence as we collaboratively shape a more hopeful future for the church and 
our communities. Thank you for believing in the power of what’s possible when 
we dare to inspire what’s next, together.

Since 1954, nearly 1,200 FTE Doctoral Fellows have 
received financial support and joined a community to 
explore their calling to ministry and teaching.

Since 2012, FTE has inspired and 
ushered 1,482 young adults and 462 
doctoral students through forums, 
mentorship, online courses, 
fellowships, and grants.

Over seven years, 48 Christian entrepreneurs and 
innovators gained resources and connected with peers to 
jumpstart businesses that cultivate positive change.
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Resources: Listen


Resources: Join


Resources: Watch


DO GOOD X Podcast


In 2024, the DO GOOD X podcast published 39 episodes, earning nearly 
427 all-time downloads and 34,000 views on YouTube. These episodes 
delve into topics like Building Success, Launching Social Entrepreneurship 
Ventures, Practical Tips for Social Entrepreneurs Balancing 
Entrepreneurship, Family, and Self-Care, and Navigating Venture Capital 
Funding Pathways. Our most popular episodes include:


“So many people have 
invested in me, so 
many organizations. 
My ultimate goal and 
love is to help do that 
for other people, too. 
This is just a small 
portion of their lives, 
but it’s a meaningful 
one. How can I be a 
piece of that journey?”

“[In this course], you can expect to be 
surrounded by people with a variety of 
backgrounds and perspectives who are 
all committed to doing ministry in an 
authentic, world-changing way. You can 
expect to be challenged with powerful 
questions that force you to dig deep into 
what really drives you into the path of 
ministry. You can expect to receive care 
and grace during each step of the course 
as all of us discern together how we can 
best serve as individuals and as a wider 
community.”

“DISCERN is an unexpected, life-
changing experience that allows you 
to finally think through your deepest 
desires, fears, and next steps. A 
chance for God to show he was there 
all along and the space for a true 
pilgrimage journey. Lastly, the 
opportunity to connect with others 
who are also discerning their calling, 
which allows for not only vulnerable 
conversations but budding 
friendships.”

Corwin Davis 
2023 & 2024  

Doctoral Fellow

Rev. Ray Ranker 
2024 Inspire What’s Next and 
2023 - 2024 Discernment Lab 
Participant

Hunter Zyriek-
Rhodes 
2024 Called to Pastoral 

Ministry Course 

Participant

Cydnei Williams 
2024 DISCERN participant

Stephen Lewis 
FTE President

Together, we encouraged faith leaders to 
invest in the next generation with curiosity and 
an open heart.
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1,879,000$

Faith Communities

Young Leaders Doctoral Students

congregational and college 
leaders received financial 
support to develop programs 
encouraging young adults to 
explore their calling.

39
institutions were awarded 
grants to enhance their ability 
to guide youth in their search 
for purpose and calling.25

17 16
young adults received grants 
to explore faith communities 
and establish mentor 
relationships with ministry 
leaders.

under-resourced and 
underrepresented doctoral 
students were granted 
fellowships and received 
mentoring to help them 
succeed in graduate school 
and teaching.

Inspiring what’s next with devoted dreamers and 
doers for 70 years and counting.

1,200

1,482 462

48

FTE’s Online Community unites 719 young adults and faith leaders in all 
stages of discernment. Crafted for like-minded individuals to collaborate, 
connect, and grow, FTE Leaders build meaningful connections and 
broaden ideas about ministry.

719

39

FTE is primarily funded through foundational grants, investment income 
from those grants, and contributions from the FTE community.


14%

9%

5%

5%

21%

11%

1%

35%

5,463,572$

Rev. Jennifer Ikoma-Motzko 

Jordan Lassiter 

Jeffrey Leath 
The Reverend Drs. Steve and Carol Lytch 

Rev. Ray Ranker 

Christina Repoley 

Marlene Underwood
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Pastor Henra Chennault and Pastor Darci Jaret 
are dedicated leaders at Park Avenue Baptist 
Church in Atlanta, GA. Henra's involvement with 
the "Lydia's House" program showcased his 
commitment to community outreach upon his 
arrival at the church. He leads with a vision 
rooted in Jesus' teachings, emphasizing 
inclusivity and engagement. To Henra, 
leadership means amplifying diverse voices 
while centering on God. Henra and Darci have 
revitalized their church into a hub for 
community ministry. Their "Constellations of 
Care" concept has fostered an environment 
where individuals can give and receive support, 
drawing diverse people into the church 
community.

https://fteleaders.org/events/cocreate#:~:text=Join%20us%20in%20the%20beautiful,creation%2C%20and%20discernment%20toward%20action.
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/patrick-b-reyes-risk-love/id1572223219?i=1000613688717
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/puanani-calvillo-moving-toward-possibility/id1572223219?i=1000590409932
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/dorlimar-lebr%C3%B3n-the-peoples-church/id1572223219?i=1000525384842

