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The Forum for Theological Exploration (FTE) Appoints
New Director for Doctoral Initiatives
ATLANTA, February 1, 2016 — The Forum for Theological Exploration (FTE) has
appointed Dr. Patrick Reyes as the director of strategic partnerships for doctoral
initiatives. He is responsible for managing the fellowship program for doctoral students,
relationship building and providing support to leaders of theological institutions
developing future leaders for the church and academy.
Dr. Reyes joins FTE from Trinity Lutheran College in Everett, Washington, where
he served as the assistant dean for Academic Affairs and the director of the Center of
Community Engagement. There he worked closely with faculty, students and community
partners to develop academic procedures and policies, build relationships and
institutional community capacity, and provide mentoring and support to students. Prior to
working in the academy, Dr. Reyes was the director of communications at Tools for
Decision (TFD) Group. In this role, he developed and implemented strategies to advance
the company through effective communication to a global audience.
“With great confidence we welcome Dr. Reyes to the team as he carries forward
FTE’s legacy of advocacy, mentoring, and communal support for students and scholars
of color,” said FTE Vice President of Strategic Initiatives Matthew Wesley Williams. “His
leadership will advance our historic work, tending to the future of the field in an
increasingly complex moment for the church and academy.”
For over 15 years, Dr. Reyes has worked with gang-affiliated, farmworker and
religious communities on compassion and spiritual practices for healing. He founded two
groups that foster community and decolonize religious and spiritual traditions. He holds a
doctorate and Master of Arts from Claremont School of Theology, a Master of Divinity
from Boston University School of Theology, and a Bachelor of Arts from California State
University, Sacramento.
“As an academic and organizational leader, Dr. Reyes brings unique experience
to FTE, which positions him to work with doctoral students, faculty and theological
institutions to create the necessary conditions for students and scholars of color to
flourish as they prepare for the vocation of teaching,” said FTE President Stephen Lewis.

The Forum for Theological Exploration is committed to cultivating diverse young
adults to be faithful, wise and courageous leaders for the church and the academy. FTE
provides resources and a forum for young adults and students to explore their purpose
and call to pastoral ministry and teaching. For more information, visit fteleaders.org.
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